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PAPER TEARING 


FOREWORD 


The art of folding and cutting paper into objects, animal] 
insects, birds, fish and people is as old as the manufacture of 
paper itself. The kindergartens have used this method of teach- 
ing to some extent. The purpose of this book is not to urge 
teachers to cut out the objects from paper, but to tear them out 
without the use of scissors. The use of this method will be a 
great source of help to the teacher in securing attention, as well 
as giving an opportunity to teach a vivid spiritual lesson. 


It is the intention to give the reader of these pages sugges- 
tions which, if followed, will help to furnish material whereby 
many spiritual truths may be illustrated as well as developing 
capacity for finding new material. Through the work of a skilled 
teacher, these suggestions may be adajDted to almost any aged 
pupil in the day or Sunday school, and the same objects may 
be used with good effect, while other objects may be torn out 
and the lesson which is being taught can be made more interest- 
ing because the object is torn out of paper. 


Paper tearing may be used as a supplement to the graded, 
departmental and International lessons, or may be of great value 
to the public school teacher, public speakers, Sunday school 
teachers, lecturers and pastors who care to take the time to put 
more life into their work. The talks herein given are suggestive 
and not intended to be used just as written, but should be filled 
in and enlarged upon as may seem best. 


Clinton, Indiana. L. O. BROWN. 
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THE PAPER TO BE USED 


As some qualities of paper are more easily torn than others, it is just 
as essential to select paper that can be torn easily as to have if mind 
what is to be torn. The paper recommended for practice will work very 
nicely for the tearing. This paper is known as “common news” and may 
be secured in large-sized sheets. Colored paper works very nicely also 
and may be obtained in a variety of colors. This is called “poster: paper” 
and may be secured from the publishers of this book or from any printing 


shop. 


How To Hop THE Paper 


Fold a sheet of paper three or four times, then take it between the 
thumb and first finger at the place you wish to tear. Place the thumb 
nail on the line you wish to be torn and the forefinger to the back of the 
paper. Place the other thumb nail against the one on the line and take 
hold of the paper in same position as the other hand. Twist your hands 
in opposite directions, which will give the leverage to tear the paper eas- 
ily, if a firm grip is maintained. You will find it easy, after tearing the 
paper the distance of the thumb nail or one-half inch, to move the fingers 
along so as to keep the thumb nails on the edge of the paper that is to be 
torn, guiding them in the right direction. 

Do not tear the paper farther than you are holding it, expecting it to 
do your bidding, for the paper will tear in its own way beyond the thumb 
nails unless the thumb nails are kept exactly on the line to be followed. 


You will be surprised what an expert you are after a little practice. 
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One Use oF PAPER TEARING 


Children remember the vital truth of a story much more quickly if 
they do something or see something to illustrate that truth than they do 
if they merely hear a teacher talk. So the teacher must find a means of 
appealing to more than the hearing “sense.” Paper tearing furnishes one 
means of doing this, for many of the lessons in the graded series may be 
illustrated by some simple object which the child or teacher may tear 
from paper. 

Let us look at lessons in the various departments and determine how 
paper tearing may be used to strengthen them. 


SUGGESTIONS FOR BEGINNERS’ DEPARTMENT 


The aim of the Beginners’ series is: 


To lead the little child to the Father, by helping him to know God, 
the heavenly Father, who loves him, provides for, and protects him. 


To know Jesus, the Son of God, who became a little child, who went 
about doing good, and who is the friend and Saviour of little children. 


To know about the heavenly home, 
To distinguish between right and wrong. 
To show his love for God by working with him and for others. 


Some of the lessons to be taught are: 

The Heavenly Father’s care. 
Thanksgiving for care. 

Thanksgiving for God’s best gifts. 

Love shown through care. 

Our part in the care of flowers and birds. 
Duty of loving obedience. 

Love shown by prayer and praise. 

Love shown by kindness. 
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These subjects bring to mind ideas which might be illustrated. The 
following are suggestive objects which may be torn out and applied as 
“irected: 


1. The Heart. 
2. The Heart and Cross. 
7. The Bird. 


19. The Wind a Helper. 


PRIMARY DEPARTMENT 


The aim of this department is to lead the child to know the Heavenly 
Father.and to inspire within him a desire to live as God’s child. ~ 

Some of the Primary Lessons are as follows: 

God, the Creator and Father. 

God, the loving Father and His good gifts. 

God’s care calling forth love and thanks. 

Love shown by giving. 

God, the protector. 

Suggested lessons: 

Shepherd’s crook. 

Heart of love. 

Flowers. 

Star. 

Rainbow, Ark, 

Snowflakes. 


JUNIOR DEPARTMENT 


The aim of this department is to lead the boys and girls to become 
doers of the word, and to bring them into personal relation with Jesus 
Christ. 

Lesson subjects: 

Story of the beginning. 

Story of the conquest of Canaan. 

Story of the Kings. 

Story of the New Testament. 

Suggested lessons: 

Clouds and Sun. Lesson 20. 

Bunch of Grapes. 

A Crown. Lesson 15. 
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INTERMEDIATE DEPARTMENT 


The aim of this department is to present the ideals of the Christian 
life, as exemplified by leaders whom Jesus inspired. 


Suggested lessons: 


Jacob’s Ladder. 
Moses’ Rod. 
Gideon’s Pitcher. 


Care should be taken to, choose the object which can be best adapted 
to the lesson. 

There is scarcely a lesson in the Sunday school field but what can be 
supplemented by paper tearing and by so doing leave a more lasting im- 
pression. Many of the suggested lessons in this book can be adapted to 
the lessons with little change. 

When one becomes proficient in paper tearing, the objects to be torn 
out of paper illustrating the lesson will be a legion, and the ability to 
render the desired subject will be easy. : 

It is not always wise to have the children or others do what you do. 
However, there are times when it is well to have the class fold and tear 
out some object. There is nothing more fascinating to a child than to 
take a piece of paper and, after folding it, tear it into an object. This 
action creates a feeling ot confidence and a lesson may be taught. 
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Lesson 1. THE Heart 


John 3:16.—For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth on him should not perish, but have eternal life. 

The heart_may be filled with love or hate. 

The heart may be filled with righteousness or sin. 

The heart may be filled with kindness or unkindness. 

Ice will not make plants grow; sunlight will. 

The warm heart helps; the cold heart chills. 


To make the heart, fold the paper in center and tear out half the heart, 
retaining the folded edge as shown in Diagram I, page 12 


Lesson 2. THE Cross WITHIN THE HEART 


Proverbs 4:23.—Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issue« 
of life. 


If we let Jesus come into our hearts, He will forgive us and make us 
happy in him. ‘ 

Jesus expects His children to bear the cross, whatever that cross may be. 

Jesus was glad to bear the cross for us, therefore we should be willing to 
do gladly whatsoever He would have us do. 


To make the heart and cross, fold paper in center and tear out heart; 
then tear out the cross, retaining the folded edge as shown in Diagram II 
page 12 

LESson 3. THE Cross 
Matthew 27:32.—And as they came out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by 
name; him they compelled to go with them, that he might bear his cross. 

The cross of service. 

The cross of sacrifice. 

The cross of Obedience. 

The cross of Calvary. 

Christ came from heaven to redeem the world. 

Christ gave His life for everyone. 

Christ fulfilled God’s promises. 

Christ died on Calvary for our sins. 


The bird must carry its wings wherever it goes, but its wings carry the 
bird when it flies. 


In bearing our crosses, they lift us to higher planes and truer vis:ons. 


To make the cross, fold the paper in the center, then fold the top of the 
paper down one-third. Then tear out in shape of an L, recaininy the folded 
edges as shown in Diagram III, page 12 
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Lesson 4. ‘THE TEN CoMMANDMENTS 

Exodus 20:3.—Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 

Who? God and Moses. 

When? B. C. 1491. 

What? The Ten Commandments. 

Where? On Mount Sinai. 

Why? To show them the way wherein they should walk and the work 
that they should do. 


To make the tables of stone,-fold them and tear as shown in Diagram IV, 
page 12 ; 


Lesson 5. ‘THE WINE GLASS 


Proverbs 23:31.—Look not thou upon the wine when it is red, when it 
sparkleth in the cup, when it goeth down smoothly. 

The first glass is the one that makes a drunkard. 

The first glass is the one to leave alone. 

The first glass is the one that leads on. 


To make the glass, fold paper in center and tear out half of glass, retaining 
folded edge as shown in Diagram V, page 13 


LESSON 6. ‘THE LIGHTED CANDLE 


Matthew 5:14-16._Ye are the light of the world. A city set on a hill can not 
be hid. Neither do men light a Jamp and put it under the bushel, but on the 
stand; and it shineth unto all that are in the house. 

The candle may be a help. You may be a helper for Jesus. 

The candle may be a guide. You may guide others to Jesus. 

The candle gives light. You may let your light shine for Jesus. 

Without some sort of light, we would be in darkness and our usefulness 
would be marred. = 

' God’s word is a light unto our path and we are told to let our light so 

shine that others seeing our good works may glorify God. 


To make the candle, fold the paper in center and tear out half the candle, 
retaining the folded edge as shown in Diagram VI, page 13 
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LgEsson 7. “THE Dove 


Matthew 8:16.—And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway from 
the water; and lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit 
of God descending as a dove, and coming upon him. 


An explorer went to explore the north and took his homing birds with him. 
One day he sent:a note to his wife from that snow-covered land. Through the 
cold and over the ice and water, through night and day the bird flew, bringing 
to the window of his wife the message. It brought cheer and comfort to her 
heart. The Holy Spirit comes to our hearts to cheer and comfort. 

The Bible is the message sent from the father, to us by the Holy Spirit: 
through this world of sin. 


To make the dove, fold paper in center and tear out, retaining folded edge 
as shown in Diagram VII, page 138 


Lesson 8. THE ANCHOR 


Hebrews 6:19.—Which we have as an amchor of the soul, a hope beth suréd 
and steadfast and entering into that which is within the veil. 


The anchor is the hope of the ship. 

The anchor is a saving hope, ready at all times. 

The anchor makes secure in peace and in storm. 

Christ is our anchor for the soul. 

Christ is a saving hope, and a living hope. 

Christ is ready at all times. 

Christ makes secure at all times, in peace and in storm. 
Keep Christ on board. 


To make the anchor, fold paper in center, tear the half of the anchor, 
retaining the folded edge as shown in Diagram VIII, page 13 
Lesson 9. THE BELL 


Zechariah 14:20.—In that day shall there be upon the bells of the horses, 
HOLY UNTO JEHOVAH. 


The bell brings a message of good cheer, sadness and warning 


The bell is made of special metal. 

The bell must go through the fire. 

The bell must be molded into shape. 

We should take on the image of Christ to be able to tell the glad tidings 
of his saving grace to others. 


To make the bell, fold paper in center and tear out half the bell, retaining 
folded edge as shown in Diagram IX, page 15. 
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Lesson 10. ‘THe Hour Giass 


Keclesiastes 12:1.—Remember also thy Creator in the days of thy youth, before 
the evil days come, and the years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no 
pleasure in them. 


It takes time to plow. 

It takes time to plant. 

It takes time to reap. 

It takes time to study God’s word. 

It takes time to live for Cod. 

The right time is now. 

Wasting the precious moments of one’s life is like the lady who slept in 
the boat and her pearl necklace came unfastened, and while she slept, the 
pearls, one by one, slipped into the water and down to the bottom never to be 
redeemed. 


To make the hour glass, fold the paper in the center, then fold again in 
the center, the opposite way. Tear out as shown in Diagram X, page 15. 


Lesson 11. THE Yoxr 


Matthew 11:29, 30. and learn of me, for I am meek 
and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, 
and my burden is light. 


The yoke was used for team work. 
The yoke was used for service. 
The yoke secures cbedience. 

Christ wants team work. 

Christ wants service. 

Christ wants obedience. 

Christ’s yoke is lined with love. 
Love makes one’s burdens lighter. 


To make the yoke, fold the paper in the center, then tear out half the yoke 
as shown in Diagram XI, page 15. 


Lesson 12. THE Key 


Isaiah 22:22.—And the key of the house of David will I lay upon his shoulder ; 
and he shall open, and none shall shut; and he shall shut, and none shall open 


Keys will break. Broken keys are of no value. 
Keys will rust. Rusty keys will not work. 
Keys will guard, keep and protect. 

Keys are useful in the right place. 
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People break the truth and can not be trusted. 

People like keys may rust and refuse to work. 

People may be helpful, guard, keep and protect. 

People like keys may fit in the right place. ca 

Keys of opportunity may be lost by lack of use. By the use of opportunity 
‘success is achieved. 

To make the key, fold the paper in the center, then tear out half the key as 
shown in diagram 12, page 15. 


Lesson 13. ‘THE Sworp 


Ephesians 6:17.—And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the spirit, 
which is the word of God: . 

A little boy was playing soldier when his father, who was an officer, came up, 
and the littlé fellow said, ‘lather, I want a new sword.” ‘Why do you want a 
new sword? That one you have is a new one!” “Yes! father, I know it is nice 
but I want a longer one, I can’t reach far enough.” The father said, “My son, 
take a step forward and your sword will be long enough!” 

The sword of the spirit is needed in our lives, we should take a forward step 
and learn how to handle God’s word. 

To make the sword, fold paper in center and tear out half cf sword as shown 
in diagram 13, page 18. ' 


LEsson 14: THE Crown or [HORNS 


John 19:2.—And the soldiers platted a crown of thor: s, ->nd put it on His head, 
ard they put on Him a purple robe. 

Tell the story of Christ being crowned with thorns. 

To make the crown of thorns, fold paper in half, then quarter, then eighths; 
tear off the outside then the point, leaving the Brest or circle, then tear the 
thorns as shown in diagram 14, page 18. 


Lesson 15. THE Crown 


James 1:12.—Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, 
he shall receive the crowr of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that 
loy.; Him. 

Crown of life. 

Crown of love. 

Crown of glory. 

To make crown, fold paper in center, tear out half the crown, retaining 
folded edge as shown in diagram 15, page 18. 


Lesson 16. CALVARY 


John 19:1-9.—And Pilate wrote a title and put it on the cross. And the writing 
was, JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS. 


While folding the paper tell the story of the ay to Calvary and with one 
tear of the paper tear out the following: 

‘The cross on which Christ was hanged. 

The cross on either side. 

The lots that were cast for His garments. 

The socket where: the cross stood. 

The sign that was placed over his head. 


To make the cross, fold the top, bringing the top and side edges together, 
then fold the folded corner down making a point in the center at the top. Fold 
in the middle bringing the two remaining edges together, then tear through tbe 
center ME -wise as shown in ESE 16, page 18. 
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Lesson 17. THe Boat 


Hebrews 2:3.—How shall we escape, if we neglect so great a salvation‘ 


The boat adrift shows neglect. 
The boat adrift shows lack of service. 
The boat adrift shows opportunity lost. 


To make the boat, fold paper in center. Then tear half the boat, as shown 
in Diagram XVII, page 20. 


LEsson 18. “THE MAN IN THE Boat 


I Corinthians 3:9.—For we are God’s fellow-workers. 


Two men in a boat, rowing against each other, never accomplish anything, 
but are only working to keep the other fellow from going forward. 

It pays to have an understanding, get together, work together, organize, 
and to be well balanced. One oar will never get you very far. 


To make the boat with the man in it, fold paper in the center and tear 
out, as shown in Diagram XVIII, page 20. 


Lesson 19. THE Pitot’s WHEEL 


Acts 27:18.—And as we labored exceedingly with the storm, the next day they 
began to throw the freight overboard. 


Tell the story of Paul’s shipwreck. 

Christ is our pilot. 4 

The boat without a pilot can only drift. 

We, like the boat, must have a guide. 

A little boy and his father were taking a pleasure ride on a river boat. 
The boy asked the old pilot hcw long he had been running the boat. The pilot 
replied, “Fourteen years.” The boy said, ‘Well, then, you must know where 
all the big rocks and dangerous places are, don’t you?” The old pilot said, 
“My boy, while I know where some of the hig rocks are, the thing I am most 
interested in knowing is where the deep waier flows.” 

In life, our frail barks would g@ adrift on the rocks of sin and ruin if it 
were not for our great pilot, Jesus Christ, who can keep us in the deep things 
of God. One stanza and chorus of the song “Jesus, Saviour, Pilot Me,’ may be 
sung while this lesson is being given. 


To make this pilot wheel, fold paper in center, lengthwise, and again in 
the center crosswise, then diagonally into eighths, and tear as shown in 
Diagram XIX, page 20. 
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Lesson 20. ‘THE SUN 


The rays of sunlight reach the earth with their warmth after traveling < 
distance cf ninety-three millions of miles, coming to us through darkness 


blacker than midnight, and through space colder than ice, reaching and warm- 
ing the earth. 


No clouds of disappointment or trial are so heavy but that the sunlight of 
Jesus’ love will shine through and dispel the darkness and comfort the heart. 


To make the sun, fold and tear as shown in Diagram XX, page 20. 


Lesson 21. THr SQUARE DEAL 


A square deal means to be in right, physically. 

A square deal means to be outright, intellectually. 
A square deal means to be downright, socially. 

A square deal means to be upright, spiritually. 

A square deal means to be all right, well-rounded. 
A Christian life is a well-rounded. life. 


To tear the square deal, fold the paper in center, then in quarters, then 
diagonally into eighths, and tear as shown in Diagram XXI, page 20. 


LEsson 22. ‘THE CHAIN 


A chain is no stronger than its weakest link. 
Links of friendship and links of habit are tested daily. 


To make the chain, fold the paper in center and fold again the opposite 


way. Now fold diagonally from the center-and tear as shown in Diagram XXII, 
page 23. 


LESSON 23. Tur Ropr 


The rope has its strength in union of small fibers. 


The church, to be strong, must have every fiber or part woven together 
and pulling the same way. If every part of the rope should say, “I will not. 


unite with the rest; I will be a rope myself,” there would be no united 
strength. 


To make the rope, fold a long piece of paper back and forth into two-inch 
sections, or smaller if desired, and tear as shown in Diagram XXIII; page 23. 
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Lesson 24. ‘THE STAR 
Matthew 2.—Read a part of the Christmas story. 


Star of Bethlehem. 

Life in the beginning is like one pure, white sheet of paper without a 
crease or fold, but soon fold after fold, and crease after crease will come thick 
and fast. The rough edges must be removed,. then character-building begins. 
Many hearts will be influenced. There will be many crosses to bear, but if the 
star of Bethlehem is the center of the life, all will be well and life will be worth 
while. : Sa 

To make the star, fold the paper in center, then find the center by folding 
the folded edge and creasing just .at the center. Holding the paper at the . 
center, fold one edge over from the center in pie-shape to a distance of one- 
third of the remaining distance when folded. Then fold over onto this re- 
maining one-third. Fold that which remains in the center and tear out, as 
shown in Diagram XXIV, page 23. 


Lesson 25. THE CHILDREN 


Psalm 23;2.—He leadeth me. 


Any member of the Sunday School may go to her little friend across the 
street and get her to come to Sunday School. (You have-torn the design while 
talking, now open the paper one fold.) So there are two, and this little girl 
brings another friend (here open another fold of the paper, and continue 
opening the folds of paper until the last figure is shown) and after awhile we 
will have a large Sunday School. Just one started this whole row. 


To tear the children, fold the paper as many times as you want children, 
then fold paper in center, retaining the folded edge, and tear out half the child, 
as shown in Diagram XXV, page 23. 


PAPER TEARING 25 


LkEsson 26. ‘CHE PLANT 


Matthew 13:3.—And he spake to them many things in parables, saying, Behold, 
the sower went forth to sow. 


Opportunity for growth. 
To make progress, one must grow; this takes organized work. 


To make the plant, roll a long strip of paper into a small roll and paste 
loose side to roll. Flatten one end and tear in the center, down half the length 
of the roll. Flatten roll just the opposite and tear down the center as before. 
Now take untorn end with one hand and press each of the four torn strips out 
and downward. Still holding the untorn end, pull center upward, lengthening 
the roll, as shown in Diagram XXVI, page 25. 


LEsson 27. ‘CHE LIGHTHOUSE 


Matthew 5:16.—Let your light shine before men, that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven. 


The sea of time must have a lighthouse. There are many rock-bound 
coasts, but the lighthouse guides the ships to safety. 


To use this illustration, different colors of paper may be torn out separately 
and pasted on the wall, board, or a different piece of paper. 


Use a light blue for sky, dark green for foliage, and dark blue for the 
water. Use black for the ship, brown for the lighthouse, and white for sail 
boat, as shown in Diagram XXVII, page 25. 


There is not a lesson to be taught which can not be illustrated in some 
way by the tearing of paper. The more one uses the tearing of paper for 
illustrating, the more efficient he becomes, 


OIAGRAM XXVT 
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